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Protection and Promotion of Geographical 
Indications: The Cambodian Perspective
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Geographical Indication Protection in Cambodia

Introduction

GI is a geographic term used in relation to a product indicating;
its place or area of origin

• Name of Product that is known in markets

• The name must refer to Specific Quality of the product

• This name and the specific quality of the product must be 
linked to a production territory.
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TRIPS Agreement on GI

� Part II, Section 3, in Articles 22-24

• Article 22.1., GI is defined as:

For the purpose of this Agreement, indications which identify 
a goods as originating in the territory of a Member (of the 
WTO), or a region or locality in that territory, where a given 
quality, reputation or other characteristics of the goods is 
essentially attributable to its geographical origin

• TRIPS Agreement also provides additional protection   
for GI that identify wines and spirits.
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GI Protection in Cambodia

• Cambodia as a member of WTO Organization recognizes GI 
as a part of IPR

• GI protection has its own Law and Regulation 

• GI is under the responsibility of the Intellectual Property 
Department, Ministry of Commerce.
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Protection Benefits on GI

Giving the Protection of Law on GI products
• GI can be used as Product Marketing Strategy in both 

domestic and foreign trade

• Adding More Value for the  potential GI product and improve 
the ability of economics region

• Improving the Reputation of GI product in the global trade 
world

• Equal Treatment on GI and promotion of GI abroad

• GI as an Action For Unfair Competition , or 
Misrepresentation In Trade, or Misleading And Deceptive 
Conduct
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GI Interest
• Social

– Know-how of farmers recognized
– Rural employment created / stabilized
– Local commodity chain strengthened

• Environmental
– GI linked to sustainable approach of territory
– Project technical support focus on quality management,  

farmers organization (harvesting, drying, varieties, …), 
promotion of name on the market

• Economical
– increased added value for farmers and processors
– guaranteed quality for consumers
– market opportunities (GI=10% in EU)
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Cambodian GI Potential Products
• Palm Sugar from Kompung Speu
• Rice from Battambang
• Silk yarn from Phnom Srok and Hol cloth from Takeo
• Pepper from Kampot
• Prahoc (fish paste) from Siem Reap
• Cardamom from Pursat

There are many others that could in the long run benefit 
from the GI mechanism : 

• The Orange from Battambang, 
• Siem Reap sausage, 
• Kampot durian, etc. 
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Scope of GI

� The protection as Geographical Indication may be 
obtained for the Agricultural goods, foodstuffs,  
handicrafts or any other goods complying with the 
Definition of the Law.
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Definition of GI

• Under this Law, “Geographical Indication’’ means an 
indication which identifies a good as originating from the 
territory of a country, or a region or a locality where a 
given quality, reputation, or other characteristic of the 
good is essentially attributable to its geographical origin.
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Geographical Indication Registration

� The application for registration of a Geographical Indication  
must be filed with the Geographical Indications Office of the  

Intellectual Property Department, Ministry of Commerce.

• Natural or legal persons authorized to apply for a registration    
of a Geographical Indication are the following:

- Group of producers, organizations representing producers or 
operators that may have an interest in the Geographical 
Indication

- The representatives of local public administrations located in 
the geographical area of the good that could benefit from the 
Geographical Indication
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Geographical Indication Office

• The Geographical Indications Office is mainly 
responsible for:
– receiving and examining applications forms
– receiving oppositions and counterstatements
– registering Geographical Indications 
– mediating Geographical Indications disputes
– managing the Geographical Indications Register
– publishing the Geographical Indications Official Gazette.
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Geographical Indication Commission

• Is a special body having function and duties to perform 
substantive examinations concerning the proposal for the book 
of requirement and to give consideration and recommendation 
to the Geographical Indication Office.

• Members of Geographical Indications Commission:
– representatives of the Ministry of Commerce, in charge of Intellectual 

Property Rights 
– representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery
– representatives of the Ministry of Industry, Mines and Energy
– representatives of authorities in charge of inspecting the quality of goods 

(CAMCONTROL) 
– representatives of Chambers of Commerce
– representatives of external experts if necessary.
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Draft of the Registration Procedures of 

Geographical Indication
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Conferred Rights

� When a Geographical Indication is registered by the 
Geographical Indications Office of the Intellectual 
Property Department, Ministry of Commerce, in 
accordance with the provisions thereof, producers who 
comply with the book of requirements are entitled to a 
right of use of this Geographical Indication.
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Geographical Indication that can not be 
enlisted

• An indication that has become generic and therefore is not 
protected in its country of origin.

• An “indication that has become generic” means that the 
indication of a good is identical to the usual name used in 
everyday language as a common noun designating a type of 
good covered by Article 2.

• An indication likely to conflict with the name of a plant variety or 
animal breed 
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Duration of Protection

• Where registered, a Geographical Indication 
cannot become generic or fall into the public 
domain.
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Duration of Protection

• Where registered, a Geographical Indication 
cannot become generic or fall into the public 
domain.
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Foreign Geographical Indication

• The foreign Geographical Indications can be registered by the 
Geographical Indication Office when application is made by 
producers or operators holding legitimate interest or by the 
representative administrations or authorities of the foreign 
country in Cambodia;

• To be admissible for registration a foreign Geographical 
Indication as referred must have been recognized and/or 
registered in accordance with the provisions of the country of 
origin.
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Conclusion

� GI is a valuable promoting tool in the global economy

� GI improves the reputation for local products on international 
trade

� GI is a part of the national patrimony of each country that 
should be protected
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