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Economics
� production, price, localization
� link to tourism
� Structure of the sector

Quality 
improvment

� Book of requirements
� Preservation of 
traditional know-how

Employment

� Direct & indirect employment
� Job qualification
� Rural exodus

Environment

� Biodiversity
� Environment preservation
� Landscape

Impact of GI development

Adapted from Ministry of Agriculture, France
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Raising awareness of the value 
of the product

• Meetings with the producers
• Meetings between producers and other

stakeholders (processing plants, 
retailors, …)

• Drafting the book of requirements
• Constitution of the GI organization
Raising awareness among producers

and other stakeholders



ECEC--ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights CoASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Co--operation operation ProgrammeProgramme (ECAP II)(ECAP II)

Economics
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GI process helps to increase the 
number of producers

• « small » Gis of dizains or hundreds of 
producers
– Haricot tarbais

– Piment d’Espelette

• « major » Gis of thousands of producers
– Cantal
– Comté
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Du Puy Lentil (leguminous plant)

• 1990
– 1360 tons
– 395 producers

• 1996
– 3400 tons
– 750 producers

• 2002
– 4977 tons
– 1079 producers

• Completes the 
agricultural income

• 10 to 15% (305 
E/month)



ECEC--ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights CoASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Co--operation operation ProgrammeProgramme (ECAP II)(ECAP II)

Pimento of Espelette
• Beginning of the GI 

process in 1993
• GI obtained in 1997
• 2007 : 91 producers

and 6 small or 
medium enterprises
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Pimento of Espelette

52 t1 280 000962005

33 t900 000852003

7,1 t310 000542000

195 000301997

Quantity of pimento
powder registered

N°of pimento plantsN°
producers
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The size of different GIs

Cantal GI
• 3500 milk producers
• 29 industrial and 

cooperative
processing plants

• 20 industries 
maturing the cheese

• 19 000 tons of 
cheese (40% of the 
milk in the GI area)

Saint Nectaire GI

•700 milk producers

•250 farmcheese
producers

•5 processing plants

•20 industries maturing
cheese

•6300 tons of cheese
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Different structures of the 
commodity chain

Industrial product

• Ex. Fourme 
d’Ambert

• 6000 tons of cheese
• 6 processing plants
• 1 farmcheese

producer

Artizanal : Farmcheese
•Ex. Salers
•Only 80 farmcheese producers
•Seasonal product
•From 15 april to 15 November
•Processing the milk 2 
times/day
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GI increases the price of the raw
material

• Depends on the technical choices of the 
book of requirements
– Beaufort Cheese (restricted mountain area, 

local breed, constraints on animal feeding) 
: + 90%

– Brie de Meaux : +3%
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Price of milk under various GI in France

Price of milk (euros per liter)
(Source: INAO)
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GI increases the consumer price
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20 %

46 %

Consumer price of Emmental and Comté cheese (E/kg)

GI Comte cheese has developed a up-market strategy
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GI does not allow delocalization

• Production
• Processing
• Packaging 

In the limits of the GI zone (AOP)
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34 471 29 075

62 499
50 807

5 000 

178 047

29 903

48 631

1 292

1 402

• Comté production has remained localized in Franche-Comté as an up-market 
product, whereas Emmental production was transferred to the West, as a basic product

Franche
Comté

Ain

96

97

Total              31 195                             50 033

Comté production - France (tons) - source : DRAF

1971         (%) 2002         (%)

Total          101 970                              257 929

Emmental production - France (tons) - source : DRAF

Franche Comté

Other historical 
areas

West

1971         (%) 2002             (%)

34

61

5

11

20

69

Source : French Ministry of Agriculture

COMTE EMMENTAL
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Link to tourism

• Development of touristic products
– GI « roads »
– Visit of producers in farms
– Visit of processing plants
– Local development (Tourist animation, 

valorisation of the product in the 
restaurants, …)

– Development of image and identity of the 
territory (local museums, culture, …)
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Link to tourism

• Comté area (3200 milk producers, GI in 
1958) 
– 115 000 visits of processing plants
– 30 000 visits of maturing caves
– A museum dedicated to Comte Cheese (linked to 

the GI organization)
– Several « rural museum » (private initiatives)

• GI consumer and stakeholders groups
– « confréries » organising cultural events (local 

markets with demonstration of traditional recipes, 
tasting of the product, …)
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Quality improvement
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Elaboration of the book of requirements

• Meetings of producers and other stakeholders
– Reflexion on the influence of production techniques on the 

quality of the product
– Contribution to research activities (ex. « Mirabelles de 

Lorraine » : 1% for research)

• Technical choices
– To maintain the specificity of the product
– Ex. Mirabelle de Lorraine and « lentille du Puy » are 

cultivated without artificial fertilizers
– Milk for salers cheese is collected in a wooden tank
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Preservation of traditional know how

• Link between GI and inventory of 
traditional products
– Ex. Cnac in France produced regional

inventories of local traditional products

– Renewal of traditional products (ex. 
Fourme de Montbrison : Only 4 remaining
producers to begin the GI process)
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Revival of traditional products

• Economic valorisation of tradition
– Traditional production systems

• Ex. Beans cultivated in association with Maize

– Traditional breeds
• Ex. Traditional sheep breed for Ossau Iraty

cheese (Manech 2 times less productive than
Lacaune, improved breed)

– Traditional varieties
• Ex. Haricot tarbais
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Revival of « Haricot tarbais »

• Association between
Maize and « haricot 
tarbais »

• Very common in the 19th 
century in Bigorre (1838 : 
14 000 ha)

• Decline of the production 
in the 20th century : 1980 
: 55 ha, 650 producers

• Revival of the production 
with the GI process : 
1986
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Revival of « haricot tarbais »

• Creation of a cooperative
– 12 producers in 1986, 64 in 2007

– 120 ha of production (75 in association 
with maize), 130 tons

• Quality label in 1997 (superior quality
with book of requirements)

• GI in 2000
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Environment
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Biodiversity

• Local breeds and varieties for GI products
– Ex. Ossau Iraty is produced with « manech » local 

sheep breed which is 2 times less productive than
improved breeds

– Ex. Comte cheese is produced with
« montbéliarde » breed which is less productive 
than « Prim holstein » breed

– Fraise du Périgord : 7 varieties are registered in 
the GI book of requirements
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Environment preservation

• Improved production techniques
– « mirabelle de Lorraine » : less pesticides 

and fertilizers than in the conventional
product

– Fraise du Périgord : rotation, limited
amount of fertilizers and pesticides

– Haricot tarbais : limited use of fertilizers
and pesticides
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Landscape

• Preservation of traditional landscapes
– Ex. « open spaces » in mountain areas

• Comté cheese : 1 ha grassland/cow

– Ossau Iraty sheep cheese (France) : GI 
allows the processing in small scale plants 
in the mountain (Pyrenées)

– Oscypek Polish cheese : link with
traditional pastures in the National Natural 
Park of Tatras



ECEC--ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights CoASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Co--operation operation ProgrammeProgramme (ECAP II)(ECAP II)

Preservation of cultural heritage

Small cheese processing plant in the National Park of Tatras (Poland)
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Preservation of cultural heritage

Preservation of traditional drying of pimento of Espelette 
(dring on ropes on the façade of the houses)

Link to cultural heritage and touristic activities
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Employment
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35005300Profit / person employed

0,200,08Investment / kg of milk
(Euro)

0,400,32Price of 1 kg of milk paid to 
the producer

52 90098 500Production/ person
employed

3000243 000N°of persons employed

18623 000Milk production (1000 t)

GI of Savoie 
(mountain area)

Milk (France)

Direct and indirect employement

Source : Sylvander, Lagrange, Monticelli, 2004
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Rural exodus

• Less decrease of the number of 
exploitations for GI farms
– -8% for GI farms in Savoie (mountain area) 

(1988-2000)

– -43% for french farms (1988-2000)

Source : Sylvander, Lagrange, Monticelli, 2004
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Conclusion

• GI developement has a positive effect on the 
economic development of the region
– Raise awareness of the value of the product
– Favourable influence on the identity and image of 

the territory (link to tourism)
– Helps the structuration of the commodity chain (GI 

organizations are often interprofessional
organizations)

– Helps to enhance the quality of the product


