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Article 4 - Product specification
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What does it means?

� It means that you don’t need to write in 
product specification “things” dealing with 
common rules on labelling, like ingredients list, 
delay of consumption, net weight, batch number 
and so on, that are mandatory for all products!

But you may if you think 
that it is advisable for your 

operators
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So, what kind of options for us?

� 1 – Include common 
an legal labelling rules

+

� Specific rules 

� 2 – Include only specific 
rules
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Specific labelling rules

Can be used, in order:

� To promote the product
� To defend producers
� To inform consumers

But laws on 
labelling and 
advertising, 
on free 
circulation of 
goods and on 
fair 
competition 
must be 
respected
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specific labelling rules, like:

Mandatory use of Specific logos
Mandatory use of EU logo

Mandatory use of
Conformity mark 

Possible conditions for the use 
of the product 

as an “ingredient”

Mandatory 
inclusion of 
operator’s name 
and address

To forbid the use of certain 
assignments
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Specific labelling rules

� To promote 
the product ������������	����
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“It will be mandatory the use of the logo “x” in the  label”
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Specific labelling rules

� To promote 
the product ������������	����������
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“It will be mandatory the use of the GI symbol in the label”
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Specific labelling rules

� To defend 
producers

It is forbidden the use of any mention 
added to the protected GI

GI + ……..  Or …… + GI
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Example: 
� GI – SWAN LAKE

� Product – rice

� Operator: swan company of rice producers
� Supermarket: mayflower

� Swan lake rice logo: 

� Supermarket logo: 
SLR
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Not acceptable cases

Mayflower Swan Lake Rice

Mayflower GI Rice

Swan lake Rice

Distributed by Mayflower supermarkets

Produced by swan company of rice producers 

SLR
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Specific labelling rules

� To defend 
producers

It is mandatory that producers name appears in 
label. Other operators like sellers or importers ca n 
also be mention in the label

Produced by swan company of rice producers
Sold by Mayflower



Part III f  anapsoeiro@gmail.com 	�
EC-ASEAN Intellectual  Property Rights Co-operation Programme  (ECAP II)

Specific labelling rules

� To inform 
consumers

It is mandatory the use of conformity mark

Certification body logo 

(but is should not be more prominent than product logo or GI 
logo!)
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Conformity mark

� name of the product,
� name of the body
� Serial number used for tracing  
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conformity mark: examples
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I strongly advise to regulate all this 
since the very first moment!!!

� What is important to promote is 

� GI
� GI LOGO
� Producer’s Group name
� The right of the use of EU logo 
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Now we are facing a New 
problem!!!

� GI products used as an ingredient of another 
foodstuff (and GI appearing in the label )!

� It is not regulated but it begins to be very 
important, with a lot of enterprises exploiting the 
reputation of protected names; 

� Commission is going to present a proposal in 
order to solve the problem
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Use as an ingredient only if….
PDO/PGI product certified as such is the sole component

of the product group concerned 

users of the PDO/PGI product are authorised 
by the producers group,

Producers group will be responsible for registering them and 
keeping watch on correct use of the protected designation

Users must be under control of authority
or body assigned and must pay that control cost

EU logos cannot be used 



Part III f  anapsoeiro@gmail.com ��
EC-ASEAN Intellectual  Property Rights Co-operation Programme  (ECAP II)



Part III f  anapsoeiro@gmail.com ��
EC-ASEAN Intellectual  Property Rights Co-operation Programme  (ECAP II)



Part III f  anapsoeiro@gmail.com ��
EC-ASEAN Intellectual  Property Rights Co-operation Programme  (ECAP II)

Article 4 - Product specification

g) any requirements laid down by 
Community or national provisions

But only if they are 
specific to the product or 

to production system 


